
Ireland 2022 Itinerary 
Travel Dates: 1, June, 2022 – 9, June, 2022 

DAY 1 1, JUNE 
Fly to Ireland 

Board your overnight flight to Shannon! 

DAY 2 2, JUNE 
Shannon | Killarney region 

Arrive in Shannon Welcome to Ireland! Meet EF Tour Director at the airport and begin 

your program on the Emerald Isle. 

Visit Cliffs of Moher (time permitting) See the iconic cliffs off the West coast of Ireland to 

understand the typography of Ireland in relation to its social, economic, and political 

development.  We will discuss the rich traditions of music, dance, and song that 

surround the Cliffs of Moher. 

Visit Bunratty Castle and Folk Park Built in 1425, Ireland's best-restored medieval castle 

boasts stunning tapestries and furnishings showcasing the splendor of the medieval era. 

We will discuss the architecture and the history dating back to King Henry III of England. 

On the castle's grounds, you can stroll through the Folk Park, an authentic re-creation of 

a 19th century rural Irish village. This visit will highlight the history of political, social, and 

economic traditions from the 1400s to the 1800s that contribute to Irish political culture 

and social identity today.  



Travel to the Killarney region Welcome to the gateway to the Iveragh Peninsula. Enjoy 

the `hundred shades of green' of the opulent countryside in an area formed by glacial 

action following the last Ice Age. This visit will highlight the natural resources of Ireland 

and how that contributes to economic stability and growth that supports strategic political 

relationships regionally and globally. We will also be learning about how the Irish 

countryside and local topography inspired art, song, and writing throughout Irish history.  

Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight in Killarney 

DAY 3 3, JUNE 
Killarney region 

Excursion to the Ring of Kerry Experience the mystical beauty of Ireland as you journey 

the 112 miles around the Iveragh Peninsula, better known as the Ring of Kerry. 

Encounter magnificent views of the Atlantic Ocean, the Lakes of Killarney, and 

Macgillycuddy's Reeks (the tallest mountains in Ireland) as you traverse one of Europe's 

most spectacular coastal routes. This portion of the day will highlight the natural 

resources of Ireland and how that contributes to economic stability and growth that 

supports strategic political relationships regionally and globally.  

Visit the Bog Museum Learn more about the formation and farming of the local 

landscape and its importance to the local way of life as you stop along the Ring of Kerry 

close to Glenbeigh. The bogs, or peat as they are locally called, still provide one of the 

central sources of power in the region. The museum is a scaled recreation of an 18th 

century village, allowing clearer insight into local culture and tradition. We will explore 

the literary and artistic traditions from the 18th century including Irish civil war artifacts 

and the impact of the folk art on the people. This excursion will highlight the economic 

history of Ireland and how the power that was gained during the 18th century contributed 

to political power and strategic relationships that still exist today.  

Overnight in Killarney 



DAY 4 4, JUNE 
Killarney region | Dublin 

Travel via Blarney and Cashel to Dublin Today you'll visit Blarney Castle. To reach the 

legendary stone and to receive the "gift of the gab," you'll have to climb the steps of the 

castle, lean backward under the parapet wall and kiss the stone upside down. You'll also 

see the ancient ruins of the Rock of Cashel. Founded by a follower of St. Patrick, the 

rock was once a stronghold for Brian Boru and other Irish kings. We will talk about 

myths, legends, and quests with the Blarney Stone and will look at various stories about 

the Blarney Stone. This activity will not only explore the significance of Blarney Castle in 

strategic political power throughout Irish history but will also provide the opportunity for a 

lively discussion about how politicians worldwide benefit from the “gift of gab”. 

Arrive in Dublin Welcome to literary Dublin, one-time home of James Joyce, George 

Bernard Shaw, Samuel Beckett, and W. B. Yeats! Dublin is also the setting for Joyce's 

Ulysses, one of the 20th century's greatest literary works. In recent years Dublin has 

also developed as one of Europe's busiest entertainment and business centers. We will 

discuss how the historical and recent development has contributed to Ireland’s regional 

and global economic and political influence.  

Guinness stew dinner Enjoy a traditional Irish dinner tonight when you sink your teeth 

into some Guinness Stew. Prepared with beef, vegetables and spices soaked in a 

Guinness beer broth, this is a dish that is sure to satisfy. 

Overnight in Dublin 

DAY 5 5, JUNE 
Dublin 

Guided sightseeing of Dublin Begin your tour of the Irish capital by viewing some of 

Dublin's celebrated Georgian squares. From here you will visit St. Patrick's Cathedral to 

see the beautiful interior and pay tribute to the patron saint of Ireland. We will also learn 

about the role of religion in Irish society and how it has contributed to cultural and 



political revolutions.  You will then head past the Post Office, site of the 1916 rebellion, 

before continuing along the banks of the River Liffey. This visit will also provide us the 

opportunity to discuss the reformation period, protestant vs. catholic beliefs and values, 

and how this all contributed social and political development and still impacts Ireland 

today.  

Continue your visit in Phoenix Park which houses the residence of the President of 

Ireland. Your tour of Dublin concludes with a visit to the city's renowned Trinity College 

where playwright Samuel Beckett and satirist Jonathan Swift studied, and where you'll 

view the Book of Kells. Irish monks created this calligraphic manuscript over 1,000 years 

ago. This activity will provide the opportunity to explore the contributions of Irish citizens 

throughout history to the collective expansion of world knowledge and understanding of 

human societies and cultures.   

Free time in Dublin. Take some time to explore the city by the Liffey on your own. You 

may wish to re-visit Trinity College, any of the city's fine museums or the James Joyce 

Centre. Stroll through Dublin's artsy Temple Bar area or down Grafton Street, Dublin's 

most popular and liveliest destinations for shopping and entertainment. This additional 

exploration time will permit us to explore the parts of the city and region that you find 

most interesting related to politics and culture.  

Overnight in Dublin 

DAY 6 6, JUNE  
Dublin | Derry 

Travel to Derry - As proof of the ongoing religious battle in Ireland and Northern Ireland, 

it is the Catholics that call this walled city Derry, while the Protestants call it 

Londonderry, in recognition of their loyalty to the United Kingdom. 

Guided sightseeing of Derry On your tour of Derry, learn more about the sectarian 

violence that has plagued Irish history and today have spurred a long-awaited process of 

reconciliation. Look for the poignant political murals which reflect the state of Northern 

Ireland's “Troubles” as well as the medieval city walls which have stood uninvaded since 



1614. This activity will provide the opportunity for in depth discussions and reflection on 

the impact of Ireland’s “Troubles” both regionally and domestically.  

Visit the Tower Museum Explore the Tower Museum, which has won multiple awards 

since its opening in October 1992. It houses two permanent exhibitions, including the 

"Story of Derry," - which tells the story of the history of the city, as well as "An Armada 

Shipwreck," which tells the story of one of the largest ships in the Spanish Armada, 

which sank in 1588, and was discovered by a diver from Derry in 1971.  We will explore 

the history of shipbuilding in Northern Ireland and how this industry contributed to 

regional and global economic and political power.  In addition, we will discuss how this 

industry continues to influence strategic political power today.  

Guest lecture during dinner with University of Ulster faculty as arranged by SPC faculty 

leaders on Derry writers/poets like Seamus Heaney, Samuel Beckett, and C.S. Lewis.  

Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight in Derry 

DAY 7 7, JUNE  
Derry | Belfast 

Excursion to Giant's Causeway Journey to Ireland's northernmost point to view the 

amazing Giant's Causeway. This fascinating geological phenomenon comprises 

thousands of 55-million-year-old hexagonal basalt columns that form a honeycomb 

pathway into the sea. Explore rock formations including the Wishing Chair, the 

Punchbowl, and the Giant's Granny, and learn the legend of Finn MacCool, the Irish 

giant said to have built the columns so that his true love could cross the water from 

Scotland. Near here, the Spanish Armada's flagship Girona sank in 1588. This portion of 

the day will highlight the natural resources of Ireland and how that contributes to 

economic stability and growth that supports strategic political relationships regionally and 

globally.  



Visit the Bushmills Distillery Take a tour of the world's oldest distillery and end your visit 

with a session in the former malt kilns. The former kilns are also home to a small 

museum with old distilling equipment on display. We will explore how Irish distilleries 

contribute to not only the local Irish economies but also the global economy and 

strategic influence of Irish industry. We will also examine how social traditions of alcohol 

consumption has on influencing culture.  

Visit the Carrick-a-Rede Bridge Take the exhilarating rope bridge to Carrick-a-Rede 

island and enjoy a truly cliff-top experience. This 30-metre deep and 20-metre wide 

chasm is traversed by a rope bridge traditionally erected by salmon fishermen. Visitors 

bold enough to cross to the rocky island are rewarded with fantastic views. This visit will 

showcase Ireland’s natural resources of Ireland and how that contributes to stability and 

growth that supports strategic political relationships regionally and globally.  

Travel to Belfast Welcome to Belfast, the administrative capital of Northern Ireland. 

Overnight in Belfast 

DAY 8 8, JUNE  
Belfast 

Guided sightseeing of Belfast tour of the capital of Northern Ireland allows you to see all 

of the city's famed landmarks. Starting at Donegall Square, presided over by the white 

stone city hall, you will also pass Belfast Castle with its huge estate rolling down the 

slopes of Cave Hill. Later, learn more of recent events and see the `peace-line' - a 

blockade of iron that divides Protestant and Catholic communities. This portion of the 

day we will explore the political system in Northern Ireland’s capital and examine the 

political, social, and economic relationships that Northern Ireland has with Ireland, Great 

Britain, and the world.  

Visit Titanic Belfast The Titanic Belfast Museum is a "can't miss" visit in any tour of 

Northern Ireland. It is located in the heart of Belfast, on the slipways where RMS Titanic 

was built, and offers over nine galleries including special effects, dark rides, full-scale 

reconstructions and innovative interactive features to explore the Titanic story in a fresh 



and insightful way. The museum traces the lifespan of the RMS Titanic from her 

conception in Belfast in the early 1900s, through her construction and launch, and finally 

to her infamous maiden voyage and catastrophic demise. We will again explore how 

ship building has contributed the economic and political power of Northern Ireland.  

Free time in Belfast Spend your last afternoon exploring Belfast on your own. There is 

also no shortage of local shops and eateries in which you can immerse yourself in the 

culture of this lively city. Students will be encouraged to explore the literary traditions in 

Belfast and discuss poetry and literature from this city at our group dinner. 

Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight in Belfast 

DAY 9 9, JUNE  
Depart for home 

Transfer to the Belfast airport for your return flight Your Tour Director assists with your 

transfer to the airport, where you'll check in for your return flight home. 


