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India 2018 Study Abroad Syllabus 
Course dates: 3 December, 2018 – 4 January, 2019 

Travel dates: December 10-18, 2018 
 

An Introduction to Religion: Backdrop - INDIA 
 

INSTRUCTOR:   
Professor Steven Sinclair, Ph.D. 
Office, PW 702D 
Office hours, TBD  
Phone number, 727-398-8494  
Email, sinclair.steven@spcollege.edu 
 
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT:  
Fine Arts/Humanities, Dr. Jonathan Steele, Academic Dean 
Office, Clearwater Fine Arts Building 
Phone number, 727-791-5987  
 
REL 2000 
Introduction To Religion 
Fine Arts/Humanities Department  

Credit(s) 3.00 Contact Hours 47.00  
Course Description: 
This course is a study of the phenomena of religious belief and practice in both 
primitive and advanced cultures. The focus, however, will be on the human reli-
gious experience as viewed firsthand through a study abroad in the pluralistic 
and democratic nation of India. Though based in South Asia, the course will still 
focus on the universal components of a religious worldview which include con-
cepts of the divine and ultimate reality, origins of the natural and social order, the 
human problem, dealing with evil, patterns of moral action, and ways to achieve 
salvation or liberation. Major theories of religion and the impact that these theo-
ries have had on society are examined. There are no college course prerequi-
sites for taking this course. 
 
STUDY ABROAD APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Approval for participation in the program is subject to the following. Each partici-
pant must: 

• Be a college student with a high school diploma, to participate in a tradi-
tional Study Abroad program or be registered as dual enrolled (*) to par-
ticipate in a high school Study Abroad program. 

mailto:sinclair.steven@spcollege.edu
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• Be in good academic standing at the time of application (cannot be on ac-
ademic warning, probation or suspension).  

• Be enrolled for credit in an approved Study Abroad program course.  
• Meet with an academic advisor to  

o Ensure any or all prerequisites needed to enroll in the course have 
been met 

o To complete a My Learning Plan  
• Submit all required forms and documentation 
• Interview with and be approved by program's lead faculty member. 
• Be approved by the Center for International Programs. 

 
 

MEETING INFORMATION/ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
The trip dates for the study abroad are Sunday, December 9 through Wednes-
day, December 19.  
There will be 2 classes of 2 hours each before the trip, December 3 and 5, 2018. 
There will be 2 classes of 2 hours each after the trip, January 3 and 4, 2018. 
The times and locations for these classes are yet to be determined.*** 
Attendance is required and mandatory for these sessions. Failure to attend any 
of these sessions will result in the student being dropped from the course. Pre-
class assignments will be given via MyCourses. 
 
The program plan for this class (class meetings and activities, etc.) meets or ex-
ceeds the requirement of 47 contact hours for the course. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 
Learning Outcomes and Objectives (MLO, Major Learning Outcomes) - Refer to 
the six (6) major headings in writing the course’s two application papers. 
 
1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of what the objects of religious 
belief are and how they vary from culture to culture by:  

a. identifying the five major stages of life's development, i.e., birth, pu-
berty, marriage, aging, death, and will be able to relate the religious 
significance for the ways that these stages are celebrated in different 
cultural traditions. 

b. distinguishing the emotional and cognitive features of religious beliefs. 
c. defining what is meant by "supernatural," "mystery," "myth," "sacred," 

and other important categories of religious discourse  

http://www.spcollege.edu/myplanner/
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2. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the essential features of the 
traditions of and the important sources for the authority in of a representa-
tive set of religions by:  

a. listing the holy scripture for major religions. 
b. distinguishing specific traditions used to sanctify cultural practices and 

institutions. 
c. identifying the practical function of religious ritual and practice. 
d. recognizing the religious function of secular relations, particularly in 

heterogeneous cultures.  
3. The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze the nature of religious 
belief by:  

a. differentiating religious from other types and objects of belief (eco-
nomic, social, scientific, etc.). 

b. assessing arguments used to show how religious belief functions in 
personal and social survival. 

c. assessing arguments used to show how religious belief functions in 
personal and social survival. 

d. comparing and contrasting the types of evidence used to confirm belief 
(religious epistemology). 

e. describing the causal nature of religious practice from the perspective 
of using religious belief to control nature.  

4. The student will explain the phenomenology of religion by:  
a. explaining how various religious practices influence the perceived real-

ity for the believer. 
b. examining the relation between various religious rituals and the con-

cepts used in the culture to organize human relationships.  
5. The student will explain the function of myth in religious explanation and 
be able to compare this with myth in historical and scientific explanation 
by:  

a. describing the function of explanation in general and relating this func-
tion to religious myth. 

b. discussing the issue of reconciling Nature as the supporter and sus-
tainer of human life with the fact that Nature is also the ultimate threat to 
human life.  

c. c. identifying the paradoxes and puzzles of human life and demonstrat-
ing the significance they have for the specific forms of religious explana-
tion.  

6. The student will explain the major theories for understanding and analyz-
ing religion in society by:  
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a. identifying major theories and their views of the role of religion. 
b. listing the strengths and weaknesses of the various theories of religion.  
c. describing the impact that these theories exert on a culture. 

 
GRADING: 
One book review commentary of 750 words presenting thoughts on the meaning and 
value of the Bhagavad Gita. This will be due prior to departure for India. The Gita will 
be discussed during our trip in class meetings. Students are to refer to the six (6) ma-
jor divisions of the MLOs above. (30%) 

One application paper of 750 words using Religion: A Study of Beauty, Truth, and 
Goodness, presented and discussed with the class at the final class session of the 
course. MLA formatting required. The student is to reference the six (6) major divisions 
of the MLOs above. (30%) 

One 500-word Presiding Metaphor Journal that will be due the first class meeting af-
ter returning from India. This paper will be a day-by-day journal recording the stu-
dent’s personal reflections on the religions of India. (25%) 

Participation including activity in online postings, discussions in class, in class as-
sessments, personal civility, respect, inquisitiveness, and general engagement in 
the “God-Talk” associated with all of the content and experiences of the class. 
(15%) 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
  
St. Petersburg College has an Academic Honesty policy. It is your responsibility 
to be familiar with the policies, rules, and the consequences of violations. Read 
about the policy at:  http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/admit/honesty.htm. 
There is no tolerance for cheating and academic dishonesty. Discipline can 
range from a zero on that specific assignment to expulsion from the class with a 
grade of F. Note that copy/pasting published information, whether it's from your 
textbook or the Internet, without citing your source is plagiarism and violates this 
policy. Even if you change the words slightly, the ideas are someone else's, so 
you still have to cite your sources. Cheating, plagiarism, bribery, misrepresenta-
tion, conspiracy and fabrication are defined in Rule 6Hx23-4.461, Student Affairs:  
Academic Honesty Guidelines, Classroom Behavior.   
 
 
TEXTBOOK INFORMATION: 
1. Eknath, Easwaran. The Bhagavad Gita. Tomales, CA: Nilgiri, 2007. Print. ISBN: 

978-1-58638-019-9 (Available in eBook format.) 

2. Richter, Kent. Religion: A Study of Beauty, Truth, and Goodness. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2017. Print. ISBN: 9780190291198.  

http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/admit/honesty.htm
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ASSIGNMENTS: 
Assignments are listed at in the GRADING section of this syllabus outline. 
 
 
TIPS FOR SUCCESS: 
Eat and drink wisely, sleep soundly, read reflect, write, share, and enjoy! 
 
 
ITEMS TO PACK: 
In addition to study materials, good walking shoes are a must. In addition, India 
will be warm, with an average daily high of 105 degrees. Therefore, be cool, yet 
dress discretely so as to respect the modesty expected of those being hosted by 
the people of India. Special dress will be required when visiting sacred sites. 
 
 
STUDENT CONDUCT / ALCOHOL AND DRUG POLICY: 
Please refer to important information about student conduct and related policies 
in your study abroad application package. 
 
 
EMERGENCIES/HEALTH & SAFETY: 
Please refer to important information in pre-departure orientation materials. 
 
 
LINK TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE ADVISORY FOR STUDY ABROAD 
DESTINATION(S): 
www.state.gov - This information is subject to change; please check this source 
again as departure nears. 
 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: 
If you anticipate requesting of the Learning Specialist an accommodation for a 
documented disability, it is important to notify the International Programs office 
as soon as possible that you plan to make a request. Please also make an ap-
pointment with the Learning Specialist on campus to make your request as soon 
as possible. The Learning Specialist can be reached at 791-2628 or 791-2710 
(CL), 341-4758 (SP/G), 394-6108 (SE), 712-5789 (TS), or 341-4532 (AC). 
 
 
Requirement 1f 
Description of cultural immersion activities and additional excursions 
 
Sightseeing tours by local guides in Old Delhi, New Delhi, Jaipur, Agra, and 
Mumbai. Excursions/visits to the Baha’i Lotus Temple, Jama Mosque, Raj Ghat, 
Chandni Chowk Bazaar, Dili Hat, Humayuns Tomb, Amber Fort, City Palace, 

http://www.state.gov/
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Jantar Mantar observatory, Fatehpur Sikri, Agra Fort, Taj Mahal, Gateway to In-
dia, Hanging Gardens, Gandhi Museum, Jain Temple, Jehangir Art Gallery. 
These are included in the trip’s itinerary. 
 
Requirement 1g 
Suggested safety precautions and arrangements. 
 
Although it is not required by the CDC, students may want to consult with their 
personal physician on any recommended inoculations.  
 
The lead faculty member on the trip will carry emergency safety supplies appro-
priate for the environment and first aid care. 
 
In addition, specifics regarding safety in an unfamiliar environment are covered in 
participant orientation, including the Study Abroad Emergency Checklist. This 
checklist covers knowing where to go in emergencies (how to get there, transpor-
tation options), emergency contact information (home and local) and contact 
numbers (local 911 equivalent, embassy, police, hospital, etc.), back-up plans, 
special conditions, emergency kits, and cash reserves and alternatives. Closer to 
the time of travel, current safety conditions can be obtained from the State De-
partment via the Internet. All participants are required to carry international health 
insurance that covers $100,000 accident/sickness coverage, including evacua-
tion and repatriation of remains that will be included in your trip fees.  
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