
Study Abroad Course Syllabus 

Italy High School program  

Course dates: 18 June – 5 July, 2018 

Travel dates: 23 June – 3 July, 2018 

REL 2300   WORLD RELIGIONS 
3 credits 

Instructor Name: Dr. Brandy Stark  

Email: stark.brandy@spcollege.edu 

Office Phone: 727-302-6431  

Office: DT 470 

Department:  Humanities and Fine Arts, Dean:  Dr. Jonathan Steele 

COURSE INFORMATION 

This course examines the general characteristics of the major religions of the world. Topics 
include the nature of religion, Indigenous Religions, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Christianity, Islam and New Religious Movements. 
Each is examined in its cultural context, how basic human concerns are addressed, the way 
purpose for life is defined, and the uniqueness of religious practice. This course partially satisfies 
the writing requirements outlined in the General Education and Enhanced World View 
Requirements.  
 
Contact Hours: 

This combines office and teaching times. I move between Downtown, Midtown and virtual 
campus. Please call or email to set up an appointment. 

M-TH 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
SPC Downtown, DT 470 

Course Objectives:  
Students will learn the general tenets of the major world religions, including but not limited to 
Native American, African, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese Religions, Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam. Students will learn the cultural context and historical backgrounds of major world 
religions. Students will identify the founders and major teachers of major world religions. 

mailto:stark.brandy@spcollege.edu


Students will learn significant dates and terms related to world religions. Students will learn the 
various rites, holy days, and worship practices of the religions studied 

Major Learning Outcomes  
1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the major religions of the world.  
2. The student will display an understanding of the relationship between cultural mores and 
religious practice.  
3. The student will identify the way religion contributes to social unity and integrity.  
4. The student will analyze basic religious concepts.  
5. The student will display an understanding of the difference between religious experience and 
religious dogma. 

STUDY ABROAD APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  

•Approval for participation in the program is subject to the participant 
•being a college student with a high school diploma 
•being in good academic standing at the time of application (cannot be on academic warning, 
probation or suspension) 
•being enrolled for credit in an approved study abroad program course 
•interviewing with program’s lead faculty member 
•being approved by the Center for International Programs-paying all deposits and fees according 
to the fee schedule  
 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK & OTHER RESOURCE INFORMATION:  

Many People, Many Faiths: Women and Men in the World Religions 10th ed. Robert Ellwood 
and Barbara McGraw 

ONLINE Access: 

Students will have additional materials provided to them via an ANGEL course shell.  All 
assignments and submissions will also be posted through the ANGEL system. 

COURSE GRADES:  
Grades are based on total points earned through participation in this program, AND 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
*Grading scale: A = 90 -100 B =80 - 89 C = (70 - 79) D =60 - 69 F = 0 – 59 
 
Assignments: 

Due Dates/Late Policy: Assignments are due on the dates listed below.  Late work will be 
accepted until noon on July 11, but will receive only 50% of the total possible score, minus any 
other point deductions. The only exception granted for late assignments is extreme emergency 



(i.e., hospitalization or death in the immediate family) which must be documented in order for 
the assignments to be accepted at full credit. 

Participation:  100 points.  This includes keeping up with the reading, participating in class 
discussion, and proper classroom behaviors.  Participation will also include reading and studying 
various scriptures, discussion topics relevant to religion, and creation of questions/materials for 
students to discuss among themselves.  This grade also includes punctual completion of 
assignments. Score submitted at noon, July 11. 

Writing Assignments: All writing projects and assignments should follow MLA format, and 
should include a works cited with in-text citations.  Please do not use encyclopedias/Wikipedia 
or other generalized resources for these assignments. All assignments must be submitted as a 
.doc or .docx file.  I accept first submission only, so be sure that the works are polished, proof 
read, and done to the best of your ability.  The textbook MUST be referenced with EACH 
assignment.  

Journal:  100 points 

Students are to create a reflective journal featuring religious images captured throughout the trip.  
Each day students will discover, photograph, and post images to a discussion forum in ANGEL. 
These entries must focus upon religious subject matter studied and should incorporate ideologies 
learned from the World Religions portion of this study abroad. Images should be analyzed for 
content (what is happening?  Who is featured?  Why is this important?) as well as religious 
symbolism (what does this represent? What is it designed to do?).  Ideally, students should have 
images that range across religions (Protestant Christianity, Judaism, Catholic Christianity, 
Buddhism, Hinduism, or pagan indigenous religions, or other such ideas).  The images may NOT 
be repeated (i.e., students may not have pictures of just Jesus or Mary.  Content needs to vary).  
Journal entries should be a minimum of 2 – 3 paragraphs per night and should provide rich detail 
into what the student is learning. Due July 3. 

Short essay/presentation: 200 points 

NOTE:  Students may work in groups of 2 on this project, but both students will get the same 
grade for the project.  Students must share the work equally and be prepared to work through the 
material equally.  Students may also work alone for this project.  Be aware that students MUST 
alert me to the topic that they wish to present and topics may NOT be repeated.  Topics are 
awarded on a first come basis. 

1) Select one article dated from May 2013 to the present. The article must feature an issue 
within religion which is either positive or negative. Issues may include but are not limited 
to: media portrayal, activism, marriage, behavior, commentary on technology, science, 
medicine, culture, clothing, etc. The source should be a standard media publication 



(newspaper, magazine, or accredited internet magazines).  Write a short summary of the 
article to share with the class.  
 

2) Work through additional research on the topic.  Connect issues to chapters 1 and 10 of 
the textbook, as well as to the chapter devoted to the religion featured in the article.  Find 
at least 1 other source (academic or theological) outside of the text and article that 
discusses this subject.   
 

3) Answer the following questions:  

What is the issue addressed? 

How do you believe that this issue is viewed in modern secular society? 

What bias did you find in the article? Does it appear to be neutral,  pro- or anti- religion?  What 
led you to this conclusion? 

How do you view the stance on the topic? 

How has this article affected your own views of the topic? Why? 

How do you think this topic will impact the religion in the future?  

As per the study abroad, did you see anything during the trip that relates to this topic?  How was 
it addressed?   

What resolution do you see for this religion concerning this issue?  Why? 

Be prepared to present this to the class.  Creativity is encouraged and class discussion should 
ensue. (Class: Do you agree or disagree with the conclusion?  How do you think the issue will be 
resolved?) 

Presentation:  10 minutes, plus 10 minutes for discussion. Due July 3.  

Essay:  3 – 4 (approximately750 words) pages, typed double spaced.  MLA format.  DUE AT 
NOON, July 10. 

Short Reflection essay:  100 points 

What do you regard as the most important thing learned about World Religions during this study 
abroad?  Why?  (500 words, typed, double spaced). Due at Noon, July 10. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Be aware that this schedule may change.  Any changes will be announced to students and posted 
through ANGEL. 



Text reading assignments: 

The following chapters correspond to the travel itinerary 

June 24:  Chapters 1 (Introduction) and Chapter 2 (Indigenous Religions) 

June 25:  Chapter 8 (Christianity) 

June 26:  Chapter 3 (Hinduism, India) 

June 27:  Chapter 4 (Buddhism) 

June 28 – 29:  Chapter 6 (Zoroastrianism) and  7 (Judaism) 

Due date REMINDERS: 

Journal: July 3 

Reflective essay: BY NOON July 10. 

Presentation/Essay: Presentation due July 3.  Essay due BY NOON July 10. 

Final participation score graded July 10.  This is based upon completion of assignments.  It 
will be completed by  NOON on July 10. 

LATE WORK must be completed and submitted by July 11.  

ITEMS TO PACK: 

In these days of constantly changing airline regulations, checked baggage weight allowances, 
etc; be sure to check with your airline for maximum weight allowance several weeks before 
departure. 

PASSPORT and a couple of photo-copies of the photo page. Keep one in your luggage 
and carry one with you. Leave your passport in the hotel safe. 
Photo-copy of plane ticket (keep separate from plane ticket) 
Clothing (shorts, pants, shirts, socks, etc.) for 8 full days in Rome 
Long pants and jeans are needed since some exhibits require them 
1 pair of sneakers for walking – since we will be doing a lot of it 
1 raincoat (or poncho) 
sunglasses 
sun-tan oil/lotion 
soap, shampoo 
travel alarm clock 
enough money for personal use - souvenirs, snacks, etc. 
water bottle 
camera 
notebook 



pencils, pens 
day pack 
plastic garbage bags for laundry 
Toiletries in zip-lock bag 
any personal medication in zip-lock bag and copies of the script 
chap stick (w/sunscreen) 
Extra pair prescription glasses 
STUDENT CONDUCT / ALCOHOL AND DRUG POLICY: 

Please refer to important information about student conduct and related policies in your study 
abroad application package. 

EMERGENCIES/HEALTH & SAFETY: 

Please refer to important information in pre-departure orientation materials. 

LINK TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE ADVISORY FOR STUDY ABROAD 
DESTINATION(S): 

www.state.gov/ 

This information is subject to change; please check this source again as departure time nears. 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: 

If you anticipate requesting of the Learning Specialist an accommodation for a documented 
disability, it is important to notify the International Programs office as soon as possible that you 
plan to make a request. Please also make an appointment with the Learning Specialist on campus 
to make your request as soon as possible. The Learning Specialist can be reached at 791-2628 or 
791-2710 (CL), 341-4758 (SP/G), 394-6108 (SE), 712-5789 (TS), or 341-4532 (AC). 

Cultural immersion activities and additional excursions  

Students will participate in the following site visits to be immersed in the religious history of the 
city: 

• Attend service at St. Peter’s Basilica 

• Students will visit Ancient Rome studying the pagan religions of the Romans and 

their influence on present day Rome and Christianity. Tour the Colosseo, Roman 

Forum, Piazza Venezia, The Temple of Vespasian, the Temple of Saturn, the 

Temple of Vesta and the Circus Maximus.   



• Castel Saint Angelo + St Peters Basilica & Dome Climb. We will visit the Castel 

Saint Angelo, which has importance to St. Peter’s and also the Vatican. Go up to 

dome of St. Peter’s after visiting St Peters Basilica. 

• Jewish Ghetto, Synagogue of Rome, Lungotevere Cenci, which was built from 

1874-1904 after the emancipation of the Italian Jews following Italy’s unification. 

The place where Jews were sent for deportation during the German occupation is 

in the Largo 16 Ottobre 1943 between Portico d’Ottavia and Tempio Maggiore 

where we will spend time discussing the influence of Judaism on Christianity.  

• St Peter in Chains, one of the major basilicas of Rome where we will examine and 

discuss Michelangelo’s Moses.  

• Arch of Titus (opposite the Roman Forum). It was built by the Roman 

commander to commemorate his Judean victory in 70 C.E.  

• Vatican Museum & Sistine Chapel  

• Tour includes a tour of the Historic Centre of Rome.  We will discuss the ancient 

pagan religions of Rome, Spanish steps, Piazza di Spagna, the Piazza del Popolo 

and Santa Maria del Popolo, Trevi fountain; visit the Pantheon, originally built as 

a temple to all the gods. Additionally, we will view Santa Maria sopra Minerva, 

built on the site of a temple of Minerva.. We will also visit the American Catholic 

church in Rome, Santa Susanna’s 
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